Teutonic!:, fignifying ^government, and Junius mentions a pofli- 
bilitv of its defeent from and others from am for ad, 

an i'bajjiis, low, as fuppofing the act of fending an ambafla- 
dour, to be in fome fort an act of fubmiffion. All thefe deri- 
vations lead to write ambajfadour , not cmbajfadour.] 

A perfon fent in a publick manner from onefovereign power 
to another, and fuppofed to reprefentthe power from which he 
is fent. The perfon of an amball’adour is inviolable. 

ylmbajfador is, in popular language, the general name of a 
meffenger from aTovereign power, and fometimes, luJicroufly, 
from common perfons. In the juridical and formal language, 
it fignifies particularly a miniftcr of the higheft rank refiding in 
another country, and is diftinguifhed from an envoy, who is of 
Ids dignity. 

Give firft admittance to th’ ambajfadours. Shak. Hamlet. 
Rais’d by thefe hopes, I fent no news before, 

Nor ask’d you leave, nor did your faith implore ; 

But come, without a pledge, my own ambajfadour. Dryden. 

Oft have their black t in cjfadours appear’d 
Leaden with gif s, and fill’d the courts of Zama. Add. Cato. 
Amba'ssadrs>s. n.J. [ambaffadrice, Fr.] 

1 . The lady of an ambaffadour. 

2. In ludicrous language, a woman fent on a mefiage. 

Well, my ambajj'adrefs 



Come you to menace war, and loud defiance ? 

Or does the peaceful olive grace your brow ? Rowe's Penit. 
A'mbassage. n.f. [from ambajfadour.] An embafly ; the bufi- 
nefs of an ambafiadour. 

Maximilian entertained them with dilatory anfwers ; fo as 
the formal part of their ambajfagc might well warrant their fur- 
ther flay. Ba ‘ on ' s Hcnr y Y IL 

A'MBER. n.f. [from ambar, Arab, whence the lower writers 

formed ambarutn.] 

A vellow tranfparent fubftanceof agummous or bituminous 
confidence, but arefinous tafte, and a fmell like oil ol turpen- 
tine ; chiefly found in the Baltick fea, along the coafis of Pruf- 
fia. Some naturalifts refer it to the vegetable, others to the mi- 
neral, and fome even to the animal kingdom. Pliny defcribes 
it as a refinous juice, oozing from aged pines and firs, and dif- 
charged thence'into the fea ; where, undergoing fome altera- 
tion, it is thrown, in this form, upon the {bores of Pruffia,which 
lie very low. He adds, that it was hence the ancients gave it 
the denomination of fuccinum, from fuccus, juice. This opinion 
of the ancient naturalift is confirmed by the obfcrvntion ot many 
of the moderns, particularly Father Camelli. PhSlof. TranfaEl. 
N° 290. Some have imagined it a concretion of the tears of 
birds ; others, die urine of a bead ; others, the feum of the lake 
Ccphifis, near the Atlantick; others, a congelation formed in 
the Baltick, and in fome fountains, where it is found fwimming 
like pitch. Others fuppofe it a bitumen trickling into the fea 
from fubterraneous fources ; but this opinion is alfo difearded, 
as good amber having been found in digging at a confiderable 
drftance from the fea, as that gathered on the coaft. Boerhaave 
ranks it with camphirc, which is a concrete oil of aromatick 
plants, elaborated by heat into a cryftalline form. Amber af- 
fumes all figures in the ground ; that of a pear, an almond, a 
pea ; and, among others, there have been found letters very well 
formed, and even Hebrew and Arabick characters Within, 
fome pieces of amber have been found leaves, and in feds includ- 
ed; which feems to indicate, either that the amber was originally 
in a fluid ftate, or, that having been expofed to the fun, it was 
foftened, and rendered fufceptiblc of the leaves and infeds. Am- 
ber, when rubbed, draws or attrads bodies to it ; and, by fric- 
tion, is brought to yield light pretty copioufly in the dark. Some 
diftinmiilh amber into yellow, while, brown, and black: but the 
two latter arc fuppofed to be of a different nature and denomi- 
nation ; the one called et, the other ambergris. The white is 
moil valued for medicinal ufes, and the yellowfor being wrought 
into beads and toys, becaufe of its tranfparcncy. Trcv. Chamb. 

Liquid aider, is a kind of native balfam or refin, like turpen- 
tine; clear, reddifh, or ycllowifh; of a pleafant fmell, almoft 
like ambergris. It flows from an incifion made in the bark of 
a fine large tree in New Spain, called by the natives ofofol ; but 
it hardens, as it grows older, into a folid form, and is brought 
to us in barrels. " It is reputed an excellent balfam. Chambers. 

If |io-ht penetrateth any clear body, that is coloured, as paint- 
ed «lafs, amber , water, and the like, it gives the light the co- 
lon? of its medium. Peacham on Drawing, 

No interwoven reeds a garland made. 

To hide his brows within the vulgar fhade ; 

But poplar wreathes around his temples fpread. 

And tears of amber trickled down his head. Adds/. Italy. 

The fpoils of elephants the roofs inlay. 

And ffudded amber darts a golden ray. Pope s Odyjfey. 

A'mber. adj. Confifting ot amber. , 

With fcarfs, and fans, and double charge of brav ry. 
With amber bracelets, beads, and all this knav’ry. 

Shakefpeare's Taming of the Shrew. 

Amber drink, n.f Drink of the colour of amber, orrefemb- 

lins amber in colour and tranfparcncy. 

All your clear amber drink is flat. Bacon s A at. HJtory. 
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A'mbeRcris. n.f [from amber and gris, or grey, that is, g rcj 
amber .J 

A fragrant drug, that melts almoft like wax, commonly of a 
grc-yifh or afh colour, ulcd both as a perfume and a cordial. I t 
is found on the fea coafts of feveral warm countries, and on the 
woftern coafts of Ireland. Some imagine it to be the excrement 
of a bird, which, being melted by the heat of the fun, and waffi. 
ed off the Ihore by the waves, is fwallowed by whales, whore- 
turn it back in the condition we find it. Others conclude it 
to be the excrement of a cetaceous fi(h, becaufe fome times found 
in the inteftines of fuch animals. But we have no inftaiice of 
any excrement capable of melting like wax ; and if it were the 
excrement of a whale, it fhouid rather be found where thefe a- 
nimal abound, s about Greenland. Others take it tor a kind 
of wax or gum, which diftils from trees, and drops into the fea, 
where it congeals. Many of the orientals imagine it fprings 
out of the fea, as naphtha docs out of fome fountains. Others 
fuppofe it a fea mufhroom, torn up from the bottom by the 
violence of tempefts. Other affert it to ! e a vegetable produc- 
tion, i filling out of the root of a tree, whofe roots always {hoot 
toward the fea, and difeharge themfelves into it. Others main- 
tain, that ambergris is made from the honey-combs, which fall 
into the fea from the rocks, where the bees had formed their 
nefts ; feveral perfons having fecn pieces that were half amber- 
gris, and half plain honey-comb; and others have found large 
pieces of ambergris , in which, when broke, honey-comb, and 
honey too, were found in the middle. Some affirm it to be a 
true animal concrete, formed in balls in thc-body of the male 
fpcrmaceti whale, and lodged in a large oval bag over the tef- 
ticles. But, befidcs that it is not one fpermaceti whale in a 
hundred, that is found to have ambergris, Neumann, chcmift 
to the king of Pruflia, abfolutely denies it to be an animal fub- 
ftance, as not yielding in the analyfis, any one animal principle. 
It may indeed be found in whales, but it mu ft have been Iwal- 
lowed by them. He concludes it to be a bitumen ifiuing out 
of the earth into the fea ; at firft of a vifeous confiftence, but 
hardening, by its mixture with fome liquid naphtha, into the 
form in which we find it. Trevoux. Chambers, 

Bermudas wall’d with rocks, who does not know 
That happy ifiand, where huge lemons grow. 

Where Alining pearl, coral, and many a pound, 

On the rich {horc, of ambergris is found. IV oiler. 

Amber seed, or musk feed, refembles millet, is of a bitterifh 
tafte, and brought dry from Martinico and Egypt. T he Egyp- 
tians ufe it internally as a cordial. It gives a grateful feentto 
the breath after eating. Chambers. 

Amber tree, n.f [frutexAfricanus ambramfpirans.] A Ihrub, 
whofe beauty is in its fmall evergreen leaves, which grow as 
clofe as heath, and, being bruifed between the fingers, emit 1 
very fragrant odour. Millar. 

AMBIDEXTER, n.f [Lat] 

1. A man who has equally the ufe of both his hands. 

Rodiginus, undertaking to give a reafon of ambidexters, ana 
left-handed men, dclivercth a third opinion. Br own’s hd.Err. 

2. A man who is equally ready to adt on either fide, in party <lif- 
putes. This ienfe is ludicrous. 

AmBIDEXTe'rity. n.f [from ambidexter.] 

1. The quality of being able equally to ufe both hands. 

2. Double dealing. 

Ambide'xtrous. adj. [from ambidexter, Lat] 

1 . Double dealing ; pra&ifinz on both fidcs. 

JEfo\> condemns the double practices of trimmers, and 1 " 
falfe, fhuffling, and ambidextrous dealings. L' Ejl range s Fdo. 

2. Having, with equal facility, the ufe of either hand. 

Others, not confidering ambidextrous and left-handed men, 
do totally fubmit unto the efficacy of the liver. Vulgar Err- 
Amride'xtrousness. n.f. [from ambidextrous.] [he quality 
of being ambidextrous. 

A'mbifnt. adj. [ambiens, Lat.] Surrounding; encompauiflg > 
inverting. 

This which yields or fills 

All fpace, the ambient air wide-interfus’d. Parcelife If- 
The thicknefs of a plate requifite to produce any colour, de- 
pends only on the denfity of the plate, and not on that of the 
ambient medium. Newton s Optu 

Around him dance the rofy hours. 

And damasking the ground with flow’rs. 

With ambient fweets perfume the morn. Fenton to L. Gown • 
Illuftrious virtues, who by turns have rofc. 

With happy laws her empire to furtain. 

And with full pow’r afiert her ambient main. 

The ambient xther is too liquid and empty, to impel non 
zontally with that prodigious celerity. Bentley s Sermon 

A'MBIGU. n.f. [French.] An entertainment, confining 0 
of regular courfes, hut of a medley of diflies fet on together. 
When ftraiten’d in your time, and fervants few. 

You’d richly then compofe an ambigu ; 

Where firft and fccond courfe, and your defert. 

All in our fingle table have their part. Kings Art 
Ambigu'ity. n.J. [from ambiguous.] Doubtfulnefs of me 
ing ; uncertainty of fignification ; double meaning. 


Ambigfb 0 
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With ambiguities they often entangle themfelves, not mark- 
ing what doth agree to the word of God in itfeif, and what 
in regard of outward acci dents. Hooker , b. v. 

We can clear thefe ambiguities. 

And know their fpring, their head, their true defeent. 

Shakefpeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 
The words are of fingle fignification, without any ambigui- 
ty ; and therefore I {hall not trouble you, by {training for an in- 
terpretation, where there is no difficulty ; or diftinition, where 
there is no difference. South. 

AMBTGUOUS. adj. [ambiguus, Lat.] . 

1. Doubtful; having two meanings ; of uncertain fignification. 

But what have been thy anfwers, what but dark, 
Ambiguous, and with doubtful fenfe deluding. Par. Regain. 
Some expreffions in the covenant were ambiguous , and were 
left fo ; becaufe the perfons who framed them, were not all of 
one mind. Clarendon, b. viii. 

2. Applied to perfons ufing doubtful expreffions. It is applied 
to expreffions, or thofe that ufe them, not to a dubious, or fur- 
pended ftate of mind. 

Th’ ambiguous god, who rul’d her lab’ringbreaft, J 
In thefe myfterious words his mind expreft ; > 

Some truths reveal’d, in terms involv’d the reft. j Dryd. 

Silence at length the gay Antinous broke, 

Conftrain’d a fmilc, and thus ambiguous fpoke. Pope’s Odyjf. 

Ambiguously, adv. [from ambiguous.] In an ambiguous man- 
ner; doubtfully; uncertainly; with double meaning. 

Ambi'guousness. n.f [from ambiguous.] The quality of being 
ambiguous; uncertainty of meaning; duplicity of fignifica- 
tion. 

Ambi'logy. n.f. [from ambo, Lat. and X&-/©-.] Talk of ambi- 
guous or doubtful fignification. Die l. 

Ambi'loquous. adj. [from ambo and Icquor, Lat.] Ufing ambi- 
guous and doubtful expreffions. Diet. 

Ambi'loqu Y. n.f. [ ambiloquium , Lat.] The ufe of doubtful and 
indeterminate expreffions ; difeourfe of doubtful meaning. D. 

A'mbit. n.f [ ambitus , Lat.] The compart or circuit of any 
thing ; the line that encompafles any thing. 

The tufk of a wild boar winds about almoft into a perfect 
ring or hoop ; only it is a little writhen. In meafuring by the 
ambit , it is long or round about a foot and two inches ; its bafis 
an inch over. Crew’s Mufecum. 

Ambi tion, n. f. [ ambitio , Lat.] The defire of fomething higher 
than is poffeffcd at prefent. 

1. The defire of preferment or honour. 

Who would think, without having fuch a mind as Antiphi- 
lus, that fo great goodnefs could not have bound gratefulnefs ? 
and fo high advancement not have fatisfied his ambition ? Sidn. 

2. The defire of any thing great or excellent. 

The quick’ning power would be, and fo would reft ; 

The fenfe would not be only, but be well : 

But wit 1 s ambition longeth to the beft. 

For it dcfircs in cndlcrt blifs to dwell. Sir J. Davies. 

Urge them, while their fouls 
Are capable of this ambition ; 

Left zeal, now melted by the windy breath 
Of foft petitions, pity and remorfe. 

Cool and congeal again to what it was. Shakefp. K. John. 

3. It isufed with to before a verb, and of before a noun. 

I had a very early ambition to recommend my feif to your 
Lonifhip’s patronage. _ Addifon. 

I here was an ambition of wit, and an affectation of gayety. 

, , „ Pope’s Preface to his Letters. 

Ambi tious. ad;. [ ambitrofus , Lat.] 

1. Seized or touched with ambition ; defirous of advancement ; 
eager of honour,; afpiring. It has the particle of before the 
object of ambition. 

The neighboring monarchs, by thy beauty led. 

Contend in crouds, ambitious of thy bed: 

The world is at thy choice, except but one. 

Except but him thou canft not choofe alone. Dryd Fables 
You have been pleafed not to fuffer an old man to go dif- 
contented out of the world, for want of that protedfion, of 
which he had been fo long ambitious. Dryden. 

f T ra li n ’ a prince^ ambitious of glory, defeended to the mouths 
ot the I lgris and Euphrates, and went upon the ocean, where 
feeing a veil'd trading to the Indies, he had thoughts of out- 

, , . . mJm on Cowl. 

2. Cagcr to grow bigger ; afpiring. 

... I have feen 

l h ambitious ocean fwell, and rage, and foam, 

° be cxaltcd with thc threatening clouds. Shakefp. J. CM 

» T Th L ~ [ ?T i» »» »n.w L{ m J: 

ncr, with cagernefs of advancement or preference, 
it 1 fuch glad hearts did our dcfpairing men 
oalute th appearance of the prince’s fleet ; 

And each ambitioufy would claim thc ken, 

H:SS CyCSdid f nt fafet y meet - Dryd. Ann. Mir. 
jfj . ^ ’ , as 3 p,ace t0 famc wel1 known, 

Am J^T° Ujly dcf ' Sn d his Sh -’ s thr «"e. Dryden 

ambitious SNESS ' ,Kf ‘ l hovciamhiti ™-] The quality of being 
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Ambi'tude. »./ [wM,, Lat ] Comparts; circuit; circumfi- 

rence. 1 

To AMBLE, v. n. [ ambler , Fr. ambulo, Lat.J 

1. To move upon an amble. [See Amble ] 

It is good, on lbmc occafions, to enjoy as much of the pre- 
fent, as will not endanger our futurity ; and to provide ourlelves 
of the virtuofo’s (addle, which will be fure to amide, when the 
world is upon the hardert trot. Dryden’ s Virgil, Dedication . 

2. To move cafily, without hard {hocks, or fhaking. 

Who ambles time withal ? — A rich man that hath not the 

gout; for he lives merrily, becaufe he feels no pain ; knowing 

no burden of heavy tedious penury : him time ambles withal. 

Shakefpeare’s As you like it. 

3. In a ludicrous fenfe, to move with fubmiffion, and by direc- 
tion ; as, a horfe that ambles , ufes a gait not natural. 

A laughing, toying, wheedling, whimpering ftie. 

Shall make him amble on a goflip’s meffage. 

And take the diftaft’ with a hand as patient. 

As ere did Hercules. Rowe’s Jane Shore. 

4. To walk daintily and affoftedly. 

I am rudely ftampt, and want love’s majefty, 

To ftrut before a wanton ambling nymph. Shakefp. Ric. HI. 

A'mble. n.f. [from to',amblc.] A pace or movement in which the 
horfe removes both his leg on one fide ; as, on the far fide, he 
removes his fore and hinder leg of the fame fide at one time, 
whillt the legs on the near fide ftand ftill ; and when thc far legs 
are upon the ground, the near fide removes the fore leg and 
hinder leg, and the legs on the far fide ftand ftill. An amble 
is the firft pace of young colts, but when they have ftrength to 
trot, they quit it. There is no amble in thc manage ; riding- 
mafters allow only of walk, trot, and gallop. A horfe may be 
put from a trot to a gallop without flopping ; but cannot be put 
from an amble to a gallop without a flop, which interrupts the 
juftnefs of the manage. Farrier’s Di£i. 

Ambler, n.f. [from to amble.] A horfe that has been taught 
to amble ; a pacer. 

Amblingly. adv. [from ambling.] With an ambling move- 
ment. 

AMBRO SI A. n.f. [ uuSrov.u . ] 

1. The imaginary food of the gods, from which every thing 
eminently pleaJing to the fmell or tafte, is called ambrofia. 

2. The name of a plant. 

It has male flofculous flowers, produced on feparate parts of 
the fame plant from the fruit, having no vifible petals ; thc 
fruit which fucceedsthc female flowers, is fhaped like a club, 
and is prickly, containing one oblong feed in each. 

The fpcciesare, i. The marine or fea ambrofia. 2. Taller 
unfavoury fea ambrofia. 3. The talleft Canada ambrofia, with 
rough plane tree leaves. The firft fort fhouid be fown early in 
the fpring, under a warm wall. The fecond and third are com- 
mon American weeds, which {hould be fown upon a gentle hot- 
bed in the fpring. None of them have much beauty to re- 
commend them. Millar. 

Ambro'sial. adj. [from, ambrofia.] Partaking of the nature or 
qualities of ambrofia ; fragrant ; delicious ; deleftable. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fill’d 
All heaven, and in the bleffcd fpirits elect 
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus’d. Milton’s Parad. LoR. 

The gifts of heaven my following fong purfucs, 

Aerial honey, and ambrofial dews. Dryden' s Virg. Georg. 

To fartheft fhores th’ amhrofuil fpirit flies, 
t Sweet to the world, and grateful to the {kies. Pope, 

A'mbry. n.f [a worci corrupted from almonry.] 

1. T he place where the almoner lives, or where alms are diftri- 
buted. 

2. The place where plate, and utenfils for houfekeeping, are 
kept ; alio a cupboard for keeping cold victuals : a word ftill 
ufed in the northern counties, and in Scotland. 

Ambs ace. n.f. [from ambo, Lat. and ace.] A double ace: fo 
called when two dice turn up the ace. 

I had rather be in this choice, than throw ambs aee for my 

if ~.. ... , , , Shakefp. All’s well that ends well. 

I his will be yet clearer, by confidering his own inftance of 
carting ambs ace, though it partake more of contingency than of 
freedom. Suppofing the pofiture of the party’s hand who did 
throw the dice, fuppofing thc figure of the table, and of the 
dice themfelves, fuppofing the mcafure of force applied, and 
fuppofing all other things which did concur to the produ<ftion 
of that caft, to be the very fame they were, there is no doubt 
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but in this cafe the caft is neceflary. Bramh. again/} Hobbes 
Ambulation, n.f. [ambulatio, Lat.] Thc a<£t of walking, 
from the occult and in vifible motion of the mufcles infta- 
tion, proceed more offenfive laffitudes, than from ambulation. 

m Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii c r 

Ambulatory, adj. [ambulo, Lat.J l ' 

!. That which has the power or faculty of walking 

Die gradient, ox ambulatory, arc fuch as require fome bafis 
or bottom, to uphold them in their motions : fuch were thofe 
{{range inventions, commonly attributed to Died al us or felf 

r:r? 

thcmldm n» away. AfeW. M.gS. 
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